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quashing the inquisition; whereas, in our opinion, it ought to
have been made with the object of quashing only that portion
of the verdict which related to Dr. Berncastle-a portion
which is distinctly and positively illegal.-ED. L.

Correspondence.
LECTURES AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;Allow me, through the medium of your journal, to
deny certain statements made by "An Old U niversity-Col-
lege Man," as regards Dr. Sharpey and Dr. Grant.

First. Dr. Sharpey does not lecture seven months in the
year, nor has he ever lectured to 300 students during the last
three years.

Secondly. Dr. Grant lectures nine months and a half
annually, seven months of which, he lectures six days per
week, and the remaining two months and a half, five days
weekly.

Regard, then, the comparative amount of labour. The one
receives .6600, as a stipulated salary; the other, in 1845,
received but ?100, and that not guaranteed, but simply the
fees of students.
What interests in the college can Dr. Sharpey have, who

would be tempted away by a sum of X150 a year ?-Your
obedient servant, JUSTITIA.

LECTURES AT APOTHECARIES’ HALL ON THE
CHEMISTRY OF POISONS, BY W. T. BRANDE,
ESQ., F.R.S., &c.

70 the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;The Society of Apothecaries having lately announced
a course of six lectures, on the Chemistry of Poisons, to be
delivered in their Hall, by William Thomas Brande, F.R.S.
L. & E., Professor of Chemistry and of Materia Medica to
the Society, &c. &-c.,--the &c. &c. meaning, of her Majesty’s
Mint, Professor of Chemistry in the Royal Institution, and
one of the examiners on Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence
to the University of London, I was anxious, as well as curious,
to know how this cognate subject would be ha,ndled by the
learned professor, and so accepted the invitation from the
master and wardens of the said Society, and attended, on
Friday, April 28th, to hear the first lecture of the series.
Now, although it was not my intention to offer, thus early,

any critical remarks on the lectures of Professor Brande, yet
I cannot help stating, that there are many points about the
management of them which might be bettered. Thus, in the
first place, the attention of the auditors was most seriously
disturbed by the discomfort which arose from the noxious
atmosphere we were compelled to breathe,which was charged
with enough coal gas to disgust, if not to poison, an assembly
of nightmen, notwithstanding what Dr. Guy has made out
respecting their tolerance of such matters; and besides, I cannot
help fearing that the carelessness which gave rise to this
annoyance might have endangered the life and limb, not only
of the Worshipful Company, but of their tutelar pachyderm,
the rhinoceros.

Secondly: certain it is that the professor would be doing a
greater service to his auditors, if he would be a little more
methodical in the discussion of his subjects. It sounds very
badly to hear an account of the history of a body, and of its
mode of preparation, after having listened to a rambling dis-
sertation upon its properties. 
And thirdly: the efforts of the professor would be much

more acceptable to his hearers, if they were directed and
limited to practical objects&mdash;such as showing how the various
poisons are to be detected in and removed from organic mix- 
tures. It is here that the medical man feels himself to want
a guide; and it is here that he breaks down in his perform-
ances, and loses credit in the witness-box. Nothing is more
useless, or more likely to give a false confidence to men un-
practised in the detection of poisons, than an exhibition of
the chemical reactions which follow upon the use of pure and
strong solutions of them, for these are not the conditions in
which they are likely to occur. Professor Brande would do
a public service, if he pointed out some general course to be
pursued in an analysis, supposing that the operator had no
idea of the kind of poison which was present, and that he
had to eliminate it from a complex organic mixture: I take it,
in fact, that this is, or should be, the proper object of his
course.

Fourthly: in his observations upon chemical antidotes, I
humbly suggest that the professor might direct a little more
attention to their physiological actions, or else (and perhaps
this is the safer course) he might omit the discussion of them
altogether.

I have been led to make these observations, knowing that
the gentlemen who are likely to avail themselves of the ad-
vantages to be derived from these lectures are of those who
seek sound and practical instruction; and because I am sure,
that if Professor Brande will but keep within the boundary
of his course, lie will not fail to give them much valuable in-
formation.

It is still a question, however, considering the nature of
the subjects to be treated, whether the wardens of the
Apothecaries’ Company would not have consulted the inte-
rests of its members to a much larger extent, if they had
chosen a lecturer whose knowledge and pursuits were more
decidedly medical:-I am, Sir, yours &c., SPECTATOR.
May, 1848.

THE PROPOSED CHARTER TO THE COLLEGE
OF PHYSICIANS.

To the Eclito)- of THE LANCET.

, SIR,-I am delighted with many of the provisions of a
charter about to be brought forward by the Royal College of
Physicians.
As an extra-licentiate I can have no possible objection to

pay fifteen guineas towards defraying the expenses attendant
upon obtaining an act of parliament and a new charter, pro-
vided the same impost be inflicted upon the intra-licentiates;
for it should not be forgotten, that the legal advantages which
they will gain will be precisely equal to those yielded to the
despised extras, you yourself, Sir, in an admirably clear
article, having recently proved, that while an extra-licentiate
cannot legally practise in London, an intra-licentiate cannot
one jot more do so in the country; in short, their legal privi-
leges and rights, relatively to each other, are at this moment
precisely represented by their numerical force, the extras
have slightly the advantage, and having this, as the whole
number of licentiates are to be equalized, more will be lost
and less gained by the extras than by their adversaries.
Under these circumstances, will you, Mr. Editor, whose title
ought to be " the defender of the right,"-will you, I say, be
silent, when the college attempts the injustice of taxing the
provincial physician for the benefit of the metropolitan ?

It is true, that for a quarter of a century, the many abuses
you have exposed, and the many doings of rotten corporations
which you have put an end to, might suffice for a single arm,
particularly when we remember that your reward has not
always been forthcoming; but if you desert us, to whom are
we to look up ? Who so capable of grappling with the
gentlemanly, though close and exclusive, College of Phy-
sicians ? Scotch graduates will no doubt readily jump at the
opportunity of getting into the college on such easy terms;
but it is hardly fair, just, or reasonable, to expect extras, who
do not gain a title,* inasmuch as they already possess one in
England, to pay for it.

Again, Sir, how will those medical men be affected who are
in the Royal Navy as assistant-surgeons ? Will an officer
"who is not considered of sufficient rank or importance to
mess in the ward-room, who is denied a cabin, servant, and all
the other comforts that professional men are entitled to,"?-
will such a degraded unfortunate, if he happens to possess a
St. Andrew’s degree, be deemed, in the words of the college,
to be practising as a physician only ?
Again: suppose a Doctor of Medicine of Aberdeen twenty-

two years of age when the charter passes-will he be allowed,
four years subsequently, to register as a physician, and might
he not dispense his own drugs in the mean time ?

If you will insert these queries they may elicit replies from
some of your correspondents, and you will much oblige,
London, May, 1848. AN OLD ADMIRER OF THE LANCET.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS&mdash;WHERE IS
THE CHARTER ?

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Dn. FRANCIS HAWKINS is requested to reconcile the following

statements:-
" Principles" signed by the President of the College of Paysi-

cians and officially communicated by the Registrar to the Univer-
Member of the Royal College of Physicians
- Vida late numbers of THE LANCET.
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sity of London as a2ttherrtic.-" That those persons shall be
entitled to be registered as physicians who shall have been
admitted as members of the Royal College of Physicians ac-
cording to the provisions of a new charter which has been 
prepared for the College of Physicians, and has also been sub-
mitted to the Government, which charter it is expedient
should be granted to the College of Physicians.
"February 24th, 1848."

Letter from Dr. Hawkins to Dr. Streeten.&mdash;" Now this was a
copy of the charter in the state (professedly unfinished, beyond
which it has never in fact advanced) in which it was lett at the
termination of the discussions which the college had upon the
subject with Sir James Graham.
"March 24th, 1848."

We have it, then, under Dr. Francis Hawkins’ hand, date
February, 184 8, that a new charter has been prepared for
the College of Physicians," " submitted to Government," and
recommended as " expedient to be granted;" also, date March,
1848, that the charter has never advanced beyond a professedly
unfinished state.
The College of Physicians cannot surely have submitted a

charter to Government as expedient to be granted to them,
which was professedly unfinished. A charter, then, exists, and
common honesty demands that the college should publish it,
submit it to the profession, and let the profession judge whether
it is " expedient it should be granted."
At present Dr. Hawkins is placed in an invidious position;

and the college itself is blamed, and justly blamed, for dupli-
city. It asks Government for a new charter, and yet unblush-
ingly tells the profession there is no charter prepared.
Have the unauthenticated copies of this mysterious charter,

as published in the medical journals, been put abroad as
"feelers" ? Was the college anxious to ascertain how far
they might outrage the feelings, invade the rights, and abuse
the patience of their licentiates extra urbem, and the graduates
of the British universities, before they ventured to bring forth
avowedly this monstrous bantling of corporate corruption and
monopoly ?
May, 1848. WHERE IS THE CHARTER ?*

#* Our correspondent states that a copy of the " Prin-
ciples" was sent to the senate of the University of London,
and, very properly, the senate has forwarded other copies to
all the medical schools and institutions in connexion with the

university.-ED. L.

THE TREATMENT OF POOR-LAW UNION
SURGEONS.

[CASE OF MR. J. WESLEY WALKER.]

JOSIAH WESLEY WALKER.

To the Editor Of THE LANCET.

SiE,&mdash;I feel it is due to you, as a distinguished member
of the medical profession, as well as a "progressive" repre-
sentative of the country, that you should be fully acquainted
with the persecution and degradation of which have been
an innocent victim, while pursuing a conscientious and inde-
pendent course of action in my capacity of medical officer to
the workhouse of the Whitechapel Union.
That the members of the profession may be enabled to

judge aright on the merits of the case, it is well that they
should be made acquainted with the actual amount of duty
which I have had to perform during the last quarter.
This workhouse contains upwards of 700 paupers, the

majority of whom are sent there from all the districts of the
union, in a state of deplorable destitution, or labouring under
fever and other serious maladies in a broken-down state of
constitution. The consequence is, that in the course of a
quarter the medical officer has upwards of 600 cases on his
list for actual treatment, whom he has not only to prescribe
for, but also to supply with medicine, to perform operations,
and, in addition, to deliver about thirty women, and all for
the consideration of .EI00 per annum.
But a more correct estimate will be formed of the scanti-

ness of the remuneration when it is stated, that if a druggist
were employed to dispense the medicine which I have had
to furnish, at the rate of only sixpence for every quart, and
threepence for every half-pint mixture, and for other medica-
ments required, on a similarly low scale, he would receive
double the sum which is now paid to the medical officer.
And in order to perform the onerous duties of this work-

house, it consumes more than seven hours every day, on an
average, and it would require a longer period of time, if the

* A copy of it will be found at page 529.

surgeon did not classify his remedies, as well as his diseases.
For this purpose he is obliged to supply the various wards
with quart bottles, containing respectively " fever," " cough;’
" chalk," " house," and " strengthening" mixtures, from which
he may direct the nurses to supply the patients. Without
some such arrangement the duties of the workhouse could
not possibly be performed by one medical officer.
Now it has lately happened that occasion required the ex-

tension of this mode of prescribing, for a child in the lying-in
ward, and I directed some medicine to be administered from
a bottle which had been used by another patient in the same
ward. The mother objected to its administration, on the
ground of its having been prepared for an adult; but I in.
sisted on its administration, knowing that the pathological
conditions in each case were alike. Finding, however, on the
third day, that the mother had neglected to use the remedy
prescribed, and that additional symptoms had made their ap-
pearance, I prepared and sent other medicine, adapted to the
altered circumstances of the case; but on the day following
the child died. The matron, I presume somewhat piqued for
my having, on a former occasion, remonstrated with her on
the impropriety of putting children into the fever-ward along
with their sick mothers, eagerly caught at this opportunity,
and, although well acquainted with all the circumstances of
the case, encouraged the opposition of the mother, and instead
of consulting me, actually took upon herself to prescribe ani-
seed for the child, and finally presented an accusation against
me before the guardians, for " neglecting to pay proper atten-
tion" to the case. And lest she should lack materials for
complaint, the master came to her help with a charge of my
having taken a shilling from a pauper, for a bottle of medicine
which he had urgently requested me to send him, on the sup-
position that I should give him something more effectual if I
allowed him to pay for it. There was also a third complaint
made, of my having refused a warm plaster to a certain
patient; but this was justified by the patient’s having objected
to use an expensive liniment which I had sent, for friction on
the chest.

This string of insignificant complaints was taken up seriously
by the board of guardians, who, instead of putting down so
obvious a conspiracy to oust me from office, sent up a report
of the first two charges to Somerset House, and thus rendered
it necessary (1) for an inspector to come down and make an
investigation. But he, (Mr. Hall,) not being a member of the
profession, looked at the matter through the eyes of the
workhouse officials and guardians, and recommended me to
resign office. This, however, I refused to do, having too good
an opinion of the commissioners to believe that they would
allow themselves to be inculpated in the unreasonable conduct
of the inferior powers.

I was accordingly suspended by the guardians instanter, and
notwithstanding a full explanation, which I sent by letter to
the commissioners, in justificatiou of my course of procedure,
particularly in reference to the case of the child, they find me
guilty of both charges, and dismiss me from office.

After reading this, I have no doubt, Sir, that the members
of our profession will ponder well on the degradation to which
they are now, and will still continue to be, subjected, in lend-
ing their services to the odious poor-law system, especially if
they wish to screen the sick paupers of workhouses from
wholesale extinction, by any measures of local reform which
they may feel it imperative to make in the conscientious dis-
charge of their duties, or if they wish to preserve inviolate the
exercise of an independent judgment iu the management of
their cases, or in the economy of their time and resources.

I have the honour to be, Sir, yours truly,
James-st., Victoria-park, April, 1848. JOSIAH WESLEY WALKER.

QUACKERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;I forward, for the inspection and edinention of your
numerous readers, the enclosed card and circular, which were
lately thrust under the door of a barber’s shop in this neigh-
bourhood. An expos&eacute; is, I conceive, the more desirable, as a
lecturer at a recognised medical school is found the principal
of such an unprincipled establishment.

I do not know whether he makes it a point of honour to
teach his class to " go and do likewise." Is there reason to
suppose he does? The " assistant-surgeon," I believe, is
(knowing there is one of the name) a student at the " sur-
geon’s" school-the Hunterian, and also joint proprietor of a
chemist’s shop in the New-road, within a quarter of a mile of
the " dispensary." However, I would draw a wide mark


